SECOND  REPORT 

OF  THE 


To  His  Honor  Win.  S.  Stoldey, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Commitee  appointed  by  your  Honor  to  effect  the  res- 
toration of  Independence  Hall,  respectfully  submit  a report 
of  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year. 

At  the  date  of  the  preliminary  Report  of  our  action  (June 
7,  1873),  the  chamber  itself  in  -which  Independence  was 
signed,  had  been  disincumbered  of  its  anachronisms,  and  such 
portraits  only  had  been  retained  or  procured  by  us  to  that 
time  as  were  illustrative  of  its  national  memories  of  1776; 
to  these  some  portraits  of  the  Signers  of  the  Declaration 
have  been  added,  and  a few  more  are  daily  expected. 

Among  the  latter  is  a contribution  upon  the  part  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  of  the  only  two  portraits  of  the  Signers 
of  the  Declaration  lacking  from  that  State.  The  bill  just 
passed  to  effect  this  is  couched  in  words  of  warm  commenda- 
tion and  approval  of  the  national  action  taken  by  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Committee  were  at  first  indeterrained  in  the  selection 
of  portraits  entitled  to  admission.  If  only  “the  Signers” 
were  included  -while  the  portraits  of  some  men  who  took  no 
part  in  the  discussion  or  even  the  vote  upon  the  question  of 
Independence  would  have  been  admitted,  such  rule  would 
have  excluded  Thomas  Johnson,  John  Dickinson,  Robert  R. 
Livingston,  and  others  ; while  to  accept  only  the  actors  in 
the  drama  -would  have  militated  against  the  popular  verdict 
in  favor  of  many  whose  signatures  are  affixed  to  the  Ameri- 
can Magna  Charta,  but  who  took  no  part  in  its  adoption. 
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Under  these  circumstances  we  determined  to  place  apon 
the  walls,  likenesses,  which  could  be  and  are  absolutely  au- 
thenticated, of  all  those  men  who  signed , all  who  voted  upon, 
and  all  who  delated  the  question  in  this  chamber. 

We  were  pleased  to  find  that  John  Adams  and  Thomas 
Jefferson,  two  of  the  then  surviving  signers,  than  whom  no 
men  were  more  prominent  or  better  able  to  determine  the 
value  of  their  contemporaries,  agreed  in  giving  identically 
the  same  advice  to  Colonel  Trumbull,  when  preparing  to 
paint  his  historical  picture  of  “the  Signing  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  ” for  the  Capitol.  As  we  were  not  con- 
fined to  one  day  or  one  scene  in  the  illustration  of  the  room, 
our  action  can  not  be  open  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency  or 
anachronism  which  must  always  stand  against  this  famous 
painting. 

The  scrutiny  to  which  we  have  subjected  every  picture, 
while  it  causes  some  delay,  will  enable  us  to  present  ulti- 
mately to  the  country,  an  unrivalled  collection  of  authentic 
historical  portraits. 

The  committee  was  forced  into  an  unlooked  for  expense  by 
the  discovery  of  the  fact  that  the  thirteen  portraits  of  the 
Signers  purchased  by  the  City  in  1854,  as  well  as  some  others 
(among  them  Inman’s  painting  of  William  Penn),  had  been 
some  years  ago  treated  to  copal  (!!)  varnish,  which,  we  were 
informed  by  experts,  would  entirely  destroy  them  if  not  re- 
moved. This  has  been  done,  and  the  coloring  beautifully 
brought  out. 

The  paintings  have  notv,  it  is  hoped,  been  finally  adjusted 
to  the  wainscoting  of  the  chamber ; the  committee  have  been 
guided  in  their  collocation  by  the  relative  prominence  of  each 
individual  in  achieving  independence. 

Of  the  original  equipment  of  the  chamber,  in  addition  to 
that  reclaimed  at  the  date  of  our  preliminary  report,  two  of 
the  chairs  therein  referred  to  have  been  deposited  by  their 
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owners,  while  a third  (unknown  before  to  your  committee), 
discovered  by  Mr.  Reporter  Wallace,  in  the  possession  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Washington,  whither  it  undoubtedly  had 
been  taken  when  the  seat  of  Government  was  transferred  in 
the  year  1800  from  Philadelphia,  is  returned  to  us  through 
the  exertions  of  Hon.  Charles  O’Neil  and  the  efficient  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  the  architect  of  the  Capitol. 

Thus  we  have  now  arranged  around  the  chamber  ten  chairs, 
with  the  likelihood  of  increasing  the  number  to  thirteen. 

There  still  remain  in  this  chamber  two  portraits,  which,  in 
our  last  report,  we  recommended  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Common  Council  chamber,  where  most  appropriate  and  prom- 
inent niches  may  be  found  to  place  them.  The  Common 
Council  has  acted  favorably  upon  this  suggestion,  but  in  the 
Select  branch  the  resolution  authorizing  it  has  been  referred 
to  a committee,  and  no  further  action  taken  thereon. 

The  western  room  having  been  finally  yielded  to  us,  we 
proceeded  to  initiate  the  plan  for  a National  Museum.  The 
chamber  was  thoroughly  renovated,  and  the  decayed  floor  re- 
placed by  a tiled  pavement  similar  in  style  to  that  laid  some 
years  since  in  Independence  Chamber. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers  we  set 
ourselves  to  the  wTork  of  collecting  and  arranging  everything 
that  seemed  adapted  for  the  illustration  or  commemoration  of 
the  past.  The  chamber  itself  was.  formerly  the  Judicial  Hall 
of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  where  Justices  Logan,  Allen, 
Chew,  and  McKean,  gave  dignity  and  weight  to  the  Supreme 
Bench.  This  room  we  therefore  dedicate  to  the  memories  of 
these  men,  and  to  illustrate  the  history  of  our  State  from  its 
foundation,  in  1682,  down  to  the  epoch  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  1789,  when  it  merged 
into  the  “United  States  of  America.” 

Mr.  Joseph  Harrison’s  public  spirit  has  essentially  enabled 
us  to  present  a synopsis  of  this  part  of  our  plan  by  a 
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deposit  of  the  celebrated  painting,  by  West,  of  the  great 
Treaty,  “never  sworn  to  and  never  broken.”  Over  this 
picture  it  is  our  wish  to  place  a portrait  of  CHARLES  II. 
(whose  royal  grant  to  Penn  enabled  the  latter  to  set  an  exam- 
ple of  “ peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men”),  and 
next  in  order  chronologically  as  our  Ruler  of  the  time — what- 
ever faults  may  be  ascribed  to  him,  always  the  true  friend  of 
Penn — JAMES  II.  After  him  we  have  the  portraits,  in 
chronological  order  (thanks  again  to  Mr.  Joseph  Harrison), 
of  King  WILLIAM,  Queens  MARY  and  ANNE,  and  Kings 
GEORGE  I.,  II.,  and  III.,  with  whom  terminated  the  royal 
authority  in  this  country,  and  whose  portraits  are,  in  our 
opinion,  at  least,  indispensable  to  the  illustration  and  under- 
standing of  our  local  history  and  government. 

The  Charter  of  incorporation  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, with 
the  original  signature  of  the  Founder,  and  with  the  great  seal 
of  Pennsylvania  appended,  thanks  to  the  precautions  of  David 
W.  Sellers,  Esq.,  formerly  Assistant  City  Solicitor,  has  been 
preserved  most  admirably,  and  the  present  worthy  City  So- 
licitor, General  Collis,  having  with  your  sanction,  entrusted 
this  precious  document  to  our  care,  it  is  encased  appropri- 
ately, and  displayed  between  the  likeness  of  the  Grantor  and 
the  commemorative  painting  of  the  Treaty  which  made  it 
feasible. 

The  celebrated  Non-Importation  Resolutions  of  October 
25th,  1765,  signed  by  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  our 
merchants  and  traders,  (fac-simile)  constitutes  an  appropriate 
pendant  in  juxta-position  with  the  portrait  of  the  sovereign 
whose  authority  over  Pennsylvania  and  her  sister  colonies, 
it  was  destined  to  form  the  entering  wedge  to  sever. 

The  design  of  the  Committee  involves  the  placing  in 
this  chamber,  also,  the  portraits  of  the  FRAMERS  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION  of  the  United  States,  some  of  whose  like- 
nesses have  already  been  secured  and  others  promised. 
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Through  Mr.  Clark,  the  architect  of  the  National  Capitol, 
we  hope  also  to  secure  a fine  historical  painting  by  Rossiter, 
of  “the  Signing  of  the  Constitution,”  formerly  exhibited  in 
Washington. 

Receptacle  cases,  constructed  upon  a plan  devised  by  the 
committee,  have  been  prepared,  and  are  already  partially 
filled;  the  one  with  relics  and  memorials  of  distinguished 
anen  of  the  period  from  1682  to  1787,  and  the  other  with 
pamphlets,  wearing  apparel,  newspapers,  and  everything  illus- 
trative of  the  daily  life  in  America  during  the  same  period; 
while  appropriate  platforms  are  reserved  to  display  furniture 
once  in  use  by  the  patriots  of  that  day. 

A deposit  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  portraits  now  con- 
stituting the  Sharpless  collection  of  heads,  should  not  be  passed 
over  without  notice  ; these  are  beautifully  executed  by  an 
Englishman  of  that  name,  taken  from  life  between  1790  and 
1800  ; it  includes  Washington  and  Mrs.  Washington,  John 
Adams,  Langdon,  Mrs.  Madison,  and  many  others  of  dis- 
tinction, and  it  is  hoped  we  shall  be  able  to  secure  the  whole 
permanently. 

The  past  year’s  experience  confirms  the  view  taken  in  our 
previous  report,  viz.:  that  instead  of  tearing  down  the  wings, 
as  some  have  suggested  (and  which  would  not  attain  the 
purpose  they  profess  to  desire)  the  exterior  should  be  altered 
architecturally,  to  correspond  with  the  buildings  on  the  spot 
in  1776,  and  from  which  even  now  they  do  not  essentially 
differ.  We  are  assured  by  competent  architects,  this  can  be 
done  while  the  interior  can  be  then  so  modified,  as  not  only 
to  serve  as  the  proper  connecting  link  with  the  historical 
building  at  the  corner — Congress  Hall — but  to  constitute 
picture  galleries,  and  answer  as  receptacles  for  all  that  com- 
memorates or  illustrates  our  national  history.  We  feel  as- 
sured that  the  present  room  will  shortly  be  inadequate  for 
the  reception  of  contributions  flowing  in  to  us.  That  interest 
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is  daily  growing,  is  evident.  Some  estimate  of  this  may  be  found 
by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  visitors  averages  from  the  date 
of  opening  to  the  present  time,  five  hundred  and  forty  daily. 

We  are  persuaded  that  independent  of  the  sentiment  of 
patriotism  thus  nourished,  we  are  pursuing  a system  of  object 
instruction  in  history  for  the  masses,  and  shall  (if  permit- 
ted to  perfect  our  plans)  succeed  in  making  the  NATIONAL 
MUSEUM  a feature  of  our  native  city,  that  will  attract 
visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  has,  by  formal  reso- 
tion,  concurred  with  us  in  the  acceptance  by  them  of  Congress 
Hall  for  their  use,  and  it  is  believed  the  Philosophical  Society 
also  will  do  so  in  regard  to  the  corresponding  building  at  Fifth 
and  Chestnut  Streets.  In  view  of  these  facts,  we  would 
respectfully  recommend  to  your  Honor  to  associate  with  us  the 
Presidents  of  those  two  societies. 

Anxious  to  take  every  precaution  against  fire,  we  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  one  of  the  most  experienced  in- 
surance inspectors  in  Philadelphia.  While  approving  all  that 
had  been  done  to  the  lower  rooms,  he  pointed  out  certain 
changes  in  the  roof  and  in  the  steeple  as  indispensable. 
Under  the  sanction  of  a city  ordinance,  these  changes  have 
been  made.  Iron  ventilators  to  the  Council  Chambers  have 
been  substituted  for  the  wooden  ones,  and  a third  super- 
fluous shed  upon  the  roof  removed  altogether.  The  loft  which 
was  discovered  to  have  been  made  a store  house  for  books, 
and  refuse  household  furniture,  and  which  was  accessible 
from  adjoining  roofs,  has  been  cleared  of  its  combustible  con- 
tents, and  absolutely  closed  to  all  unnecessary  ingress. 

The  steeple  which  had  been  long,  (and  since  the  abandon- 
ment of  bellringing  unnecessarily,)  occupied  by  a family 
carrying  on  all  the  domestic  functions  and  avocations,  has 
been  vacated,  and  all  fire  therein  and  lights  interdicted,  and 


rendered  impossible  by  the  removal  of  the  means,  save  only 
to  light  the  city  clock.  We  find  it  necessary  to  allow  three 
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The  Committee  desire  to  recognize  their  obligations  for 
material  assistance,  personally  and  by  valuable  contributions 
to  the  Museum,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Biddle,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  Chew,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Henry  Hart,  Mr. 
R.  Coulton  Davis,  Mrs.  Foggo,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Gillespie,  Mr. 
George  W.  Childs. 


alternative,,  by  the  painting  in  imitation  of  the  original 
brick. 

We  deplore  the  fact  that  the  whole  front,  bricks,  mortar, 
and  even  the  marble  trimmings,  have  at  some  anterior  time 
been  painted , thus  marring  essentially  the  original  appear- 
ance. An  estimate  has  been  made,  at  our  request,  for 
scrubbing  off  the  paint  from  marble  and  from  brick,  for  oiling 
the  hitter  and  restoring  the  former,  which  with  the  necessary 
painting  of  the  woodwork,  amounts  to  $680  for  the  front, 
while  to  effect  the  same  with  the  exterior  rear,  will  cost 
$1,000.  Total  $1,680.  We  have  no  means  to  meet  this 
expenditure. 

We  do  earnestly  and  emphatically  protest  against  any 
alteration  or  modification  of  the  general  structures  on  Chest- 
nut Street,  be  the  pretext  what  it  may. 
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rendered  impossible  by  the  removal  of  the  means,  save  only 
to  light  the  city  clock.  We  find  it  necessary  to  allow  three 
of  the  rooms  to  be  used  by  clerks  of  Council,  for  their  jour- 
nals, &c. 

While  thus  everything  has  been  done  to  secure  us  against 
the  calamity  of  fire  in  a building,  which  no  money  can  re- 
place, still  tve  would  recommend  a reasonable  amount  of  in- 
surance to  be  effected  upon  the  contents,  the  contributions 
of  donors  and  depositors,  and  that  an  annual  appropriation 
be  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  unnecessary  outlets  to  the  cellar  in  rear  of  the  build- 
ing have  been  closed,  and  its  windows  effectually  guarded, 
and  but  one  access  provided  and  secured  as  it  was  originally. 

The  basement  had  been  painted  drab ; encouraged  to 
believe  that  this  offensive  innovation  could  be  removed,  and 
the  original  bricks  disclosed,  it  wTas  attempted,  but  under- 
lying the  paint  white-wash  w'as  discovered,  which  proved 
ineffaceable.  We  tvere  forced  to  adopt,  with  regret,  the  only 
alternative,  by  the  painting  in  imitation  of  the  original 
brick. 

We  deplore  the  fact  that  the  whole  front,  bricks,  mortar, 
and  even  the  marble  trimmings,  have  at  some  anterior  time 
been  painted , thus  marring  essentially  the  original  appear- 
ance. An  estimate  has  been  made,  at  our  request,  for 
scrubbing  off  the  paint  from  marble  and  from  brick,  for  oiling 
the  latter  and  restoring  the  former,  which  with  the  necessary 
painting  of  the  woodwork,  amounts  to  $680  for  the  front , 
while  to  effect  the  same  with  the  exterior  rear,  will  cost 
$1,000.  Total  $1,680.  We  have  no  means  to  meet  this 
expenditure. 

We  do  earnestly  and  emphatically  protest  against  any 
alteration  or  modification  of  the  general  structures  on  Chest- 
nut Street,  be  the  pretext  what  it  may. 
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We  have  placed  upon  the  corner  building,  “ Congress 
Hall,”  a tablet  recording  its  associations  with  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  we  trust  that  its  walls  and  those 
of  the  adjoining  wings,  will  no  longer  be  defaced  by  bill 
posting  or  by  business  signs. 

A plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  Square  itself,  prepared 
by  the  City  Surveyor,  (after  consultation  with  the  com- 
mittees interested),  is  consistent  with  its  past  memories,  and 
conducive  to  the  present  convenience  of  the  citizens.  Disap- 
proving of  schemes  that  would  turn  this  historic  “yard”  (as  it 
was  called)  into  a flower  garden,  we  entirely  concur  in  rec- 
ommending the  plan  of  Mr.  Smedley,  and  of  placing  therein 
the  statue  of  Washington,  at  present  inappropriately  stand- 
ing before  the  front  door  of  Independence  Hall. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FRANK  M.  ETTING,  Chairman, 
R.  W.  DOWNING, 

A.  WILSON  IIENSZEY, 

J.  H.  PUGH, 

MORTON  McMICHAEL, 

JOHN  L.  SHOEMAKER, 
Commitee  on  Restoration  of  Independence  Mall. 


April  29,  1874. 


